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~ Casellacce, grey walls provide a backdrop to sofas and chairs,
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THIS PAGE The sitting room (above) Is furnished wil
decorative, steel-wire and papier-m&ché screen fro

e ~ Habitat, and an ironwork log basket. This corridor (
links the hall with the sitting room, and leads out iy

hen we first bought this house six vears
ago, our fends wanted us w make I just
like our other howses," savs Hana Miani, as
wee drive twards her newest Tuscan Tarm-
house, Casellacce. It is one of six howses in
thos cormer of central Lialy that Dara and
her hushand, Chiorgio, have restored over the Last two decades.

Painstaking attention to detail and Githiul preservation of the

past have made the Mianis" Tuscan homes some ol the arca's
maost notable
Mot everyone initially understood our Bscination with these

old Tusean larm buildings,” says Haria, Fascinmion? Some
would call it obsession, But wday no one can deny that the
Mianis' decision to make such houses the forus of their [ives has
been extremely successful. Alwer their first house, Atalanue,
came La Macchia, Zingoni, Palazzolaceio and Rombolino,
“With each project we have learnt more,” savs Haria, “That said,
there are constant themes which dictate the look and feel of
each house.”

Haria explains: *Restoration is the first priority. Each project
takes s tome from the building itself, even if there sn't much
left o spreak of. A bit of colourcd plaster sull clinging Lo a
crumbling wall, a small carved stone niche, a sagging painted
shutter: these are the elemems that speak across the centuries
of the soul of the howse.”

Bue if houses do indecd have souls, Cascllacce wodavy has a
completely new one and is dramatically dilferent from any ol
the Mianis” pre

sding: projects. “People tend o think that these
howses and even the landse ape have been here [or ever,” LR

Giorgio. But this area of Iialy was completely abandoned until

the Origo Bumily came in the Twenties and reclaimed the land
for agricultural use.” This meant that not only did the landscape
change — barren clay hillocks giving way o lush lields of whemn
and corn = but the farmhouses, too, went through changes,

By the time Taria and Giorgio found Casellacee, very lintde
that was original survived. “Thas why [ had no qualms abow
tearing much of it down and starting afresh,” savs Hara.

The kitchen, formerly a stable, is the heart of the house, A
large, square table staneds in front of a roaring fire, Very linle in
the room — from the chairs and lamps o the cutlery and
tahle linen — has not been designed by Hana hersell She began
designing when she couldn’t find the pieces she needed for
an early restoration. Now, 23 vears on, [aria presides over
one of Rome's hotiest home-furnishings shops in Via
Monserrato; her designs mange from scented candles and ea-
pots to beds and solas,

The craze for "Cha

ishire” means that people are more

before, Butat Casellacee, Haria is havin

har today with cemtral Tralian country stvle than ever
nothing to dowith the

often formulaic, ‘rustic’ decoration of so many houses inthe
region. Lhe sitting room is tvpical of her approach. 1 waned
the fireplace 1o be a focus bere, but T also wanted it 1o be an
abwiously new addition,” savs ana, The hearth s set into the
inzide wall, with only the most minimal masonry hood o set it
ofll. The walls are finished in a bespoke wash finish in neatral
tones, with hints of the grey plaster coming through, This
unclaborate fecling is in kecping with the original Fifties brick

and iron ceiling, which recalls the room’s use as a pigsiy

Upstars, nstead of terracotta oonng, Haria vsed wide
planks of Bleached oak throughout, Beyond this single shared
feature, each room is different, with bespoke beds and colour
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schemes o therwr own, Amiata’, a corner bedroom ovedook-
g nearbw Monte Amiata, s Haria's Govourite, The cool grey
[our-poster bed s capped by a pyramid-shaped canopy, which
creales a cosy haven in an otherwise lofty room.

Incvieably; laria had 1o create bathrooms from scratch

one lor each bedroom. But in order 1o avoid cuning up the

bedrooms, she devised an ingemious solution. A soall Lot lox-
uriows bathroom s now an inteeral part of each bedroom,
- ..':- _ o . W |I-.'|I|.|'-.-:III!"; weel '.\ill'.illlli'.illil:'; 1.'\..|||-.|||||||'I|.||'..||||| doors

¥ & smart iron bench and Working with local stonemasons, Harn and Giorgio devised

-and-white rug. Coloured bespoke finings: sculplure-like basins sit on pedestals earved

; Irom local stone m shades of moss, [ty anel creamy white,
Fees and Encircled by plants There isn't a white tile in sight.
» Including roses As this is e clomumantly a howse Tor holidavs, iowas o

tant 1o make the outside arcas !::|'|I:"| i. The |'||||_'_|1_..||:.|_<-|,||-1i|1|,
the sitting room and kitchen s a recent creation, with its wond-
fircd barbecue and tables shaded '!:-:. Lyl s, H||1|::,|_',|:. W 15
the wade expanse of lawn surrounding the house, *Maost Garm-
houses were builton wop ol hills for pra tical reasons,” explains
Giaoree. “This uaranices Fantastic views but Precious little
Sy Lo down a M s E:-|.|-. bowls.” Preva ..|p-|!._ the Mianis
had terraced their gardens, but here they bie the bullet, buailt
massive retaimng walls and brought inons ol carth 1o ereate
the expanse of lawn (just under an acre) whose centrepiece is
the pierra serena-lined infimty pool, Even the G60-year-old
mudberry trees are new to the site

Although we now have six houses in the region, we do use
thiem all.” savs Wira, 10 a bit like msi al houses," The o -:-|||'|'.|'
rents out all of the houses for part ol the vear, using them
themselves in rotation, "Only by living in a house can vou
unclerstand what cach one necds,” ana savs, “This resulis in
houses that are very practical, but very personal at the same
time, And I hope that the sone can be said for the furnishings
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losoking for if vou only knew it
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QOPPOSITE CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT In the main bedroom,
wing chairs are covered in ‘Lamartine’ by Designers Guild. The spare
bathroom features travertine basins. A pair of black lamps frames

a painting on this chest of drawers. The black-and-white spare
bedreom is in the eaves. Another bathroom has a granite basin
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THIS PAGE The kitchen and dining area deftly combine modern elements with old. In the dining area
(above right), an antique, istressed-wood cabinet s juxtaposed with new chairs painted in black, white
and grey; the kitchen chairs (below) are painted raspberry and white. Also In the kitchen, stainless-steel,
dual-fuel ovens flank the fireplace, designed by Glorgio, which is lined - like the wark surfaces and shelves
= in pietra serena. Crockery, stored on open shelves bencath an arch (above left), Is plain white and black;
thi zine and steel hanging lamps, designed by llaria, are also black —
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